
QI recently returned from learning in a prestigious yeshivah—one 
that bachurim try to get into using every form of protektzia and 
every family connection that they can come up with. Through 

some miracle, I got accepted. I had a decent experience overall, but 
I don’t think the yeshivah’s stellar reputation matches the reality. 

When people ask me about my experience there, can I tell them 
the truth?

—Shaul

A  No,  
it’s loshon hora about the 
yeshivah.

B  Yes,  
if you’re careful about 
what you say.

C  No,  
it’s just your personal 
opinion.

What’s  
the Psak?  
Do you know  
the halachah?
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The halachah is B.

The Overrated Yeshivah
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10 Saying It How You See It
Speaking badly about a person or 
organization, even if it is accurate, 
is loshon hora—and it is forbidden 
unless there is a to’eles. But before 
saying anything, even l’toeles, ask 
yourself if you were disappointed 
because of objective issues: the 
learning level was lower than you 
expected or the food or the dorm 
were not as promised. 

If your issues were subjective—the 
shiurim weren’t your style of learning 
or you didn’t meet bachurim you 
clicked with—then your negative 
report is motzi sheim ra, an untruth, 
because other students might have 

been perfectly satisfied.

What should you do if someone asks 
how you liked the yeshivah? If it’s 
just curiosity, there’s no to’eles, and 
you can’t report anything negative.1 
If someone is considering the 
yeshivah, you can speak if you meet 
the conditions of to’eles.2 Describe 
your specific experience rather than 
characterizing the entire yeshivah 
as having fallen short. Also, start by 
saying “In my opinion,” and “other 
bachurim might feel differently.” To 
prevent veering away from to’eles, 
ask the questioner to specify what 
he wants to know.
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Reviewed by Rabbi Moshe Mordechai Lowy
Rav Pam, zt”l, advised great caution when presenting 

halachic scenarios to the public, as each situation is unique. 
This shailah is for discussion only; actual halachic decisions 
should be made by a rav or halachic expert on a case-by-

case basis. 
The Shmiras Haloshon Shailah Hotline:  

718-951-3696 2-3PM / 9-10:30 PM

Clip and collect 3 Aderaba Newsletter Headings including issue number. (Not on Shabbos!)

AN ADERABA  
PRIZE!WIN QMy husband and I were waiting to go 

into the parent-teachers’ meeting with my daughter’s teacher at the local 
Bais Yaakov. We walked in a 
little early and found the 
teacher watching a video 
on a phone. I whispered 
to my husband, “They 
should practice what they 
preach.”

The next day, my daughter returned 
from school and told me 

about what she had 
learned in brachos 

class that day: The 
correct brachah 
depends on the 
ingredients and 
the processing 
method. The 

teacher showed them a video of how three similar snack foods were processed. “She got the videos from a real mashgiach. He gave her his phone and she downloaded them last night while she was waiting for parents. It was so interesting!”
I see that my comment was dead wrong! Do I need to ask mechilah from the morah? 
—Aviva

A Yes B No, 
she wasn’t even aware of the 
comment.

C It depends.
What’s  
the Psak?  
Do you know  
the halachah?
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You Can’t Always Say “I’m Sorry.”Loshon hora requires teshuvah, which means regretting the words, admitting the mistake to Hashem out loud, and making up your mind never to do it again.1 But sins between people have another requirement: asking mechilah from the victim.
If Aviva had told her story to another parent in the class and damaged the teacher’s reputation, Aviva would have to ask for the teacher’s forgiveness and try find the people who heard the story to tell them it was a mistake.2

But here, Aviva quickly realized her mistake and the story went no further. So, no mechilah is needed. In fact, telling the teacher could hurt her feelings and damage her relationship with Aviva or her daughter. Therefore, Aviva shouldn’t tell her, even as part of her teshuvah, because many poskim rule that we’re not allowed to do teshuvah by causing someone else pain.3

However, Aviva must tell her husband that she misjudged the situation and regrets the comment that she made. The other three steps of teshuvah still need to be fulfilled.

The halachah is B. No, because when she finds out what you said about her, it will cause her pain.

Not What It Looked Like 

Reviewed by Rabbi Moshe Mordechai LowyRav Pam, zt”l, advised great caution when presenting halachic scenarios to the public, as each situation is unique. This shailah is for discussion only; actual halachic decisions should be made by a rav or halachic expert on a case-by-case basis.  The Shmiras Haloshon Shailah Hotline: 718-951-3696 2-3PM / 9-10:30 PM
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 Our  
pool talk    stays positive.

  We are an family

AN ADERABA  
PRIZE!WIN

QI’m Director of Operations of a local tzedakah organization. One of our many incredible projects is to distribute boxes of food each week to needy Jews in our area. Volunteers come every Tuesday, pick up two boxes, and deliver them to people’s homes. One volunteer recently came to me and asked if he could tell me about something “wrong” one of the volunteers did. How should I react?
—R’ Shaya

A Get more 
information.

B Tell him not to tell—it’s loshon hora. C He needs to tell you no matter what—it’s a to’eles for the organization.

What’s  
the Psak?  
Do you know  the halachah?
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Intentions Count
Even though Shaya, as director, has a constructive purpose in hearing the volunteer’s report, he should try to first make sure that the speaker’s intention is l’to’eles. If the motivation is spite or dislike for the other volunteer, the report would be forbidden.1 The best way to know for certain is to ask the speaker directly. 

HERE ARE SOME QUESTIONS THAT CAN HELP: “Is it something that I can actually help fix?”“Is this a one-time issue or an ongoing problem?”“Can you tell it to me without naming the person who did wrong?”“Have you spoken to the person directly about it?”You have to figure out whether the person wants to speak badly about the subject, or 

he really wants to help. You can only listen if the information is meant to help, and even 

then, you can’t assume it’s absolutely true.2

The halachah is A. The director needs to know so he can fix the 
situation, but he must first discern the nature of the report. 

Do I Need to  Hear This?

Reviewed by Rabbi Moshe Mordechai Lowy
Rav Pam, zt”l, advised great caution when presenting halachic scenarios to the public, as each situation is unique.  

This shailah is for discussion only; actual halachic decisions should be made by a rav or halachic expert on a case-by-case basis. 
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  We are an family
We pack sunscreen and sensitivity.

Redeem your 3 Aderaba clipped Headings for an exclusive Aderaba Pen! (while supplies last)  
Call WonderWords at 212-444-1119, option 8 for a list of participating stores where Aderaba prizes are available.

http://cchf.global/aderaba  


Bedikas chametz was in just a 
few hours, and Nachum needed 
a minyan for 

Minchah. He headed 
to the nearest shul, 
the Bobover minyan in 
Monsey. The minyan 
began, and—to 
Nachum’s surprise—the 
baal tefillah was 
not a chassid. 
Perhaps the 
man had 
a yahrtzeit, 
Nachum thought.

But once the tefillah 
started, Nachum was 
shocked. The baal 
tefillah was not following 
the minhag of the 
shul. He was following 

the yeshivah minhag of reciting 
Shemoneh Esrei out loud until 

Kedushah and then 
finishing the remainder 
of the brachos silently. 
There was no Chazaras 
Hashatz—repetition 
of Shemoneh Esrei. 

Now Nachum 
was really 

annoyed. 

No 
one else 

seemed the least 
bit perturbed, but in 
Nachum’s righteous 
outrage he didn’t 
notice. His mind was 
anywhere but on the 
tefillah, as he mouthed 
the words, finished 

up, and got ready to go. On the way 
out, however, he just had to get some 
confirmation for his feelings. He asked 
someone, “What was with the fast 
Shemoneh Esrei? That’s not the way 
you do it here, right?”

Chaya was the first to notice. As 
she sat on a picnic blanket with 
her friends, digging into a bag 

of potato chips, she froze.

“What?” Gila 
asked.

“Shhhhhhh!” 
Chaya hissed, 
and then 
whispered 
urgently, “Don’t look behind you. 
There’s a skunk! It’s on the path, 
staring at us.”

The girls couldn’t “not look.” They 
had to look. Five sets 
of terrified eyes stared 
back at the creature.

“I told you,” said Gila. 
“It’s already getting dark, 
and it’s perfect skunk 
weather. My father saw 
one at the garbage can 
after Shabbos.”

“We gotta get out of 
here,” said Chaya. “We 
can’t go back on the 
path, so we’ll have to 
climb over the Cohens’ 

fence.”

The Cohens’ property extended to 
the thin strip of woods behind the 

development 
where the 
girls lived. 

“Okay, but 
let’s go one at 
a time, quiet 

and slow,” said Bracha. “Devorah, you 
go first.”

Tall, athletic Devorah climbed the 
fence easily. Then Gila, then Chaya, 
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then Bracha. The skunk didn’t budge. 
The picnic would soon be his!

The last girl, Sarah, crept to the fence, 
got a foothold, and tried to boost 
herself up. But she wasn’t strong 
enough. Devorah tugged at her from 
the other side.

“You’re hurting me!” Sarah squealed. 
The skunk looked up from his feast 
and raised his tail. “No!” Sarah cried. 
“He’s gonna spray me!”

Chaya took charge. She climbed back 
over the fence and said, “We need a 

grown-up. You guys get 
Sarah’s mother, and I’ll 
stay with her.”

It was ten long minutes, 
staring down the skunk 
and davening for a quick 
rescue, until Sarah’s 
mother finally arrived. But 
Chaya could only imagine 
how much longer it would 
have felt for Sarah if she 
had faced the skunk all 
alone.

Heard from 
Rabbi Henoch 

Ginsburg

The Right Way to  
Face a Skunk
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Can you  

Crack the case?

When In 
Bobov…

 See the 

 good 
 What’s the 

Real 
        Story?


