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2 Be'er Mayim Chaim, Hilchos Loshon Hora 9:2

1. Beer Mayim Chaim, Hilchos Loshon Hora 9:1; Addendum

SHABBOS

He Is Not Invited

y family lived in Baltimore until we moved away two
M years ago. My cousin Daniel, who still lives there,
had his bar mitzvah a
few weeks ago, and we went
back to Baltimore to join
the simchah. | was so
excited to see my old
gang of friends at the
bar mitzvah. There were
five of us in our old
gang—my cousin and
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What's the Psak?
Do you know the halachah?

Yes.

Daniel is not obligated to
invite the whole world.
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me, and our friends Moshe, Ari, and Reuven. Moshe was the first
of the group to get there and he said that Ari was on his way. Then

he said, “Reuven isn’t coming. I'm not sure why
he wasn’t invited.” | really wanted to know

__ why, but | thought it might end

) up being loshon hora, so | didn’t
ask.

Was Moshe allowed to tell me
that Reuven wasn’t invited?

—Zevy

No.

It implies that Daniel or
Reuven did something wrong.

No.

Zevy’s instinct
is correct.

Nothing Good Will Come of It

Saying that someone is not invited to an event doesn’t convey

anything that is objectively negative, but such a statement gets
the wheels turning in other people’s minds. Was there a falling

out between the boys? Between their families? Was Reuven no
longer a part of the “gang”? If not, why not?

This kind of statement does not precisely qualify as loshon
hora, but it tends to cause the speaker or others to speak
loshon hora. These statements are known as avak loshon
hora—literally, the dust of loshon hora. Avak loshon hora is
forbidden because it can be expected to lead to loshon hora or
because, without saying anything outright, it implies something
negative.'

There may be many innocent reasons why Daniel did not invite
Reuven. It could be that in the two years since the boys were
part of the “gang,” Reuven had developed a different circle

of friends based on new interests. Nevertheless, Moshe’s
comment implies something negative. Furthermore, if there is
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a juicy story behind Reuven’s non-invitation, Moshe’s comment
will open the gates to let it all spill out. The result will likely be
loshon hora about what Reuven did to Daniel or what Daniel
did to Reuven.?

Zevy did the right thing by not reacting to Moshe’s comment,
and not asking anyone why Reuven wasn’t invited. The rule
against avak loshon hora teaches us to think a step ahead. Even
if what we're saying is objectively innocent, where is it likely to
lead? This, too, is our concern.
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Reviewed by Rabbi Moshe Mordechai Lowy

Rav Pam, zt"|, advised great caution when presenting halachic scenarios to the public, as each
situation is unique. This shailah is for discussion only; actual halachic decisions should be made
by a rav or halachic expert on a case-by-case basis.

The Shmiras Haloshon Shailah Hotline: 718-951-3696 2-3PM / 9-10:30 PM
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See the small crowd of people sat in
g h Dr. Nach;mhKook’sl Wa:'"f . of his stature as a Torah scholar and up to enter the examining room, but
in the room, which was also his ’lvmg because he suffered from diabetes Dr. Kook stopped him and whispered,
hea_rt room. The humble doctor, who lived .. " . . ,
ofaYid i Yerushalavim man . keot and visited the doctor often. Please let this patient go first,
in Yerushaiay any years ago, kep indicating a woman who had come
it simple. He had One day, Rav .
] S before the Rosh Yeshivah.
no assistants, NO Mone 2 arna came
no nurses, No y. I in and took a When Rav Sarna’s turn came, he told
office; it was N W seat. Soon, the Dr. Kook, “I'm sorry. | got up before my
just him and his o orrles ¥ previous patient | turn”
patients, whom walked out, “Sorry?” Dr. Kook exclaimed. “You have
he saw in his house. When he finished followed by Dr. Kook. Rav Sarna got nothing to apologize for. | should be
examining one patient, the apologizing to you! | always take
one who had arrived next you as soon as you come in.’
would enter the examining He paused. “But this woman is
— bed . )
room .a spare bedroom very poor, and | don’t charge her.
The patients went by the. | was afraid that if she saw me
honor system. Nobody tried take someone else ahead of her,
to cut in front of anyone else. she might think it was because
There was only one person she doesn’t pay”
adaptedfrom | Who was seen out of order: His voice softened. “I couldn’t
Quill of | the Chevron Rosh Yeshivah, let her feel that h :
the Heart, | Ray Yechezkel Sarna. Dr. Kook etherfeelt a.t er pove:ty
a CCHF . made her less important.
o= gave him precedence because
publication
See the hua loved his Friday visits to which he had locked to the iron The boy looked quickly up and down
good Aunt Temmi’s old-fashioned fence outside her building. the street. Then he grabbed the
What's the As Shua handlebars and began wheeling the
Real apartment. bike away. Shua took off after him.
ea stepped . ) .
Story? | Her old- He Caught the Bike Thief e he HEY! THAT’S MY BIKE!” The boy
fashioned spun around, and Shua grabbed the
spotted the P ’ 8
oven baked Red Handed! ot | e
the best blue fenders. | Shua had seen the boy holding his
ch.ocolate. Then he stopped. A Jewish teenage open lock and wheeling away his bike.
Chlp cookies ever, and he could boy was crouched beside it, holding Was he right about what he’d seen?
still taste them as he headed B shuas padlock. It was open. Shua
home for Shabbos. Best of ” couldn’t believe what he

all, he'd be riding home
on his new bike,

s

Vm was seeing.

Crack

)

2 — < o [e]

© o w B c O ¥ o £

.  Tps g, 8% 2gees , 2=

‘> >\a>)\_CP.o;'-‘;3.t' + 3T 5 € @ o

a Oc+*¥ S 0Cc—w o L3 o E £ ¢

038+t 23 @ ow Q2 c*¥ ®oxEg 0§
ELGLcESDO TEwiRE EE5:2* w2 0 g U

- 4+ 4
c-f83oc §ogs. gRe=f3 Red
’Gh)&): ;4—!_8_8 f,%_‘OQ_g: .U_Cgtéo-om S v wn
*5¢T ¥5o 225808 38552 28°
e mg el B5¥cy 2 v WL
:;DV)Q)U £ 4 0 ® OF g c V£ c o > o0 9
Adapted M°WC%°P“>-0“'U°OTO-C“§Uﬂ 3= >
from a story o >\45'5 ;I—' w9 W= ¢ = oo %‘P oL B
i £ = 2, N Y vy € 30 ® .cc O

submitted by 2+ £ a : 2 U Z 00— 3 X Vi S 0 o
EEZz x2c? 8 Y20 W c0¥wve3S €,

an Aderaba 2 EOEPL 0l 520 wolfoo< F &<

participant

D ED I CATI ONS

N"VY qOI' 2j7V' N1 N{720 U7 7T IR NTINY ]2 ANT A7V 17UT7 o 7"T IR UMD 7ND1 1270 78N 0PN 17V7  «  U”N72 IVnw 1 N2 7Y ‘700 vawna 17V7
L'ilui nishmas R' Dovid Yihuda ben Shmuel Aharon z'"l and M' Divora bas HaRav Sholom a"h

¢y DATALINK ehina Glatt tr'eZ

SYSTEMS
929.326.2188 CHINAGLATT.COM wigs

DATA SOLUTIONS . 732-363-4121




